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DEVON TWINNING CIRCLE 
         . 

The next Devon Twinning Circle meeting will be the 2022 Annual General 

Meeting, and will be held on Saturday 29th October at 2 pm in the Village 

Hall, Halberton, EX16 7AF.  Lunch will be served at 12.30 pm.   

Lunch, prepared and served by our hosts, Tiverton Twinning Association, 
will be soup, a savoury meat pie, and a variety of desserts, at a cost of £10 
per person. Payment can be made on the day, but please book with Jean 
Aplin by email, jeanaplin@live.co.uk or by phone, 01884 254260, no later 
than 22nd October.  Please give Jean your name(s), Twinning Association, a 
contact telephone number and tell her of any specific dietary 
requirements. 
 
 Directions to the venue are enclosed along with an agenda, minutes of the 

Annual General Meeting held in September 2021 and an important notice 

about future communications.   

 
Following lunch we will be holding a brief session to share ideas and 
experiences. So if your Twinning Association has something you could tell 
us about, please come along prepared to do so – in not too many words! 
There will also be a speaker. 
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Directions to Halberton Village Hall 

From the M5. 

Leave at Junction 27 and follow the A361 North Devon Link Road for only about ¼ mile, taking the first 
exit to Sampford Peverell.  
Follow this road through Sampford Peverell and continue until you reach Halberton.  
The hall is on the right hand side of the road, car park is behind the hall. 
From North Devon via the A361 (North Devon Link Road).  
At the Tiverton roundabout go straight ahead on the A361 dual carriageway to leave at the next exit.  
Turn right at the top of the slip road to cross the A361, go straight on at the roundabout by McDonalds, 
and turn left at the next roundabout.  
Follow this road, passing Blundell’s School, until you come to Halberton.  
The hall is on the left hand side of the road, car park is behind the hall. 

 

  As we are now approaching October it is time to reflect on past summer, we have 

enjoyed many sunny days, some far too hot and the gardens have suffered. However, some 

Twinning Associations have either enjoyed visiting their twin town or hosting. My own Tiverton 

visited Hofheim . I personal had booked to go but with our flight cancelled and my host 

emailing me and saying ‘hand luggage only Jean’ as there could be a four hour wait at 

Frankfurt’ I decided not to go, British Airways have refunded the cost of my flight, I just lost out 

on the travel insurance, in the end five decided not to travel. Hopefully other Associations 

didn’t experience problems. 

Thank you to those that responded to my request an 

have sent articles in.  I hope you have enjoyed reading this Newsletter. 

Please keep the articles coming. 

Ideas being shared, how you have entertained your twinning guests, raised funds etc. and remember 

you will be entered into the Monica Sanders Competition and could win £50 + another £50 if judged 

the overall winner of the year. Please keep your reports to no more than two pages. Including 

photographs as there really isn’t space for more. 

Please send articles, reports, photographs by Email to:Jeanaplin@live.co.uk 

by post to Mrs J.Aplin, 13 Crowden Crescent, Tiverton, Devon. EX16 4ET 
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BRADNINCH - LANDUNVEZ TWINNING ASSOCIATION 2022  

Bradninch Twinning Association is twinned with Landunvez in Brittany where it sits along the beautiful 

west coast. The Associations take turns for annual exchange visits. This year was the turn of our French 

friends to visit us here in Bradninch. This was to be the first opportunity to get together since 2019 

because of the covid pandemic. One of the key differences resulting from Brexit is the need for the 

French to have passports. Previously they were able to travel on ID cards. This did impact on a couple 

from Landunvez who were unable to travel. We collected 21 visitors from Landunvez off the Brittany 

Ferry Armorique which docked in Plymouth on the evening of Friday 15th July. Back to Bradninch to be 

met by the Bradninch hosts and some relaxation after a long day of traveling, though clearly an 

enjoyable journey with videos and pictures posted on Facebook – not sure what the other travellers 

thought of our French friends singing on the boat! On Saturday, it was a short coach journey down to 

the South Devon Railway at Buckfastleigh and a beautiful day for a trip on a steam train in a reserved 

coach for nearly 50 members from the two Associations. Lunch for family and host groups in Totnes 

followed with some time for shopping and relaxing with an ice cream. Return trip to Bradninch and 

short break before everyone convened at the Merry Harriers who laid on a lovely buffet meal. The 

Landunvez group then entertained us with some songs specially written to the tunes of Beatles songs 

with some dazzling costumes. They followed this with a superbly narrated play with pre-selected 

“volunteers” from Bradninch members to “act” some key roles. Much laughter and ribbing from 

(relieved) members of the audience!! A great evening with the chance to mingle and renew old 

friendships. Sunday was a relaxing start after a hectic schedule. Individual families did their own thing – 

trips to the shops, seaside visits and chilling at home. Mid-afternoon saw everyone gathering at 

Bradninch Guildhall which included an open invite to Bradninch townsfolk. We were entertained by 

Bradninch’s own Millers Morris including some participation from members of both Associations. Well 

done everyone on a sweltering afternoon. The Mayor of Bradninch, Emily Ottery, welcomed our French 

visitors and there was an opportunity for the current Chairs of each Association, Sophie West and 

Brigitte Le Guen to meet with Bradninch Twinning’s first Chair from 1976, Norman Daniels. An amazing 

46 years of Twinning. A short break and time for food, all provided by the Bradninch Members, before 

a wonderful session from the Bradninch Choir including a fantastic song in Breton especially rehearsed 

for the event. Our Landunvez folk were clearly impressed as they jumped up to join in with a traditional 

Breton dance. A fantastic performance all round. The time to leave for Plymouth came all too soon with 

just enough time for a group photo and the chance to say goodbye. On time for the ferry and final 

farewells . . . and breathe!!! A fantastic weekend which everyone enjoyed especially after repeated 

delays but perhaps all the better for the anticipation. We do hope that we can attract some new 

members off the back of such a successful weekend 

 

Ashburton/Cleder Twinning Association 

Michael and Jude Cranmer of the Ashburton/Cleder Twinning Association celebrated the visit of their 

friends from Brittany with some very special Jubilee-themed visits; both traditional British nosh and 

a more localised meal; rounding off with an old-fashioned summer garden party. 

Was it really three years since we last saw our friends from Cleder in Brittany? Lots of gossip to catch 

up and a Royal Jubilee weekend to share. 

Due to la pandémie the French and English groups were much smaller then usual with very few 

activities en masse, so my wife Jude and I planned surprises for Françoise and Daniel, starting with an 

audience with the Queen…not at Windsor or Buckingham Palace but Bishopsteignton where the ladies 



of the village had been knitting, and knitting, and knitting. The village was covered in wool- a platoon of 

guardsmen, a Spitfire, Union flags and bunting, and, in pride of place, a life-size QE and her corgis. Our 

Breton friends were amazed and amused and smiles lit up all our faces at the madness of it. 

 

More madness to come, with surprise no. 2 in St Marychurch where the whole of Fore Street had been 

yarnbombed. More Queens, flags, bunting; red-white-and-blue on benches, shopfronts, pillar-boxes, 

everywhere. Now the French definitely thought we were crazy. 

No. 3 next. Very British and certainly dotty- a beer festival on Staverton Station accessed via steam 

train on the lovely South Devon Railway from Buckfastleigh. A choice of 40 beers and ciders, with 

pasties for lunch in the converted fifties buffet carriage served by jolly Union Flag wearing volunteers. 

 

 

The fourth surprise up our sleeves was totally bonkers. A sunset ride in the sea tractor from Bigbury to 

Burgh Island for fish-and-chips at The Pilchard Inn, the old smugglers’ haunt which nestles below the 

island’s Art Deco hotel, one time residence of Agatha Christie, Churchill, and Noel Coward. 

 

 

 



We’d planned a bike ride to our fifth surprise the next day, but rain stopped play, so we piled in the car 

for a tour round Forest Fungi in Dawlish, growers of yes, you guessed it, fungi. Here the fickle finger of 

fate lent a hand. On learning that two of our group were from Brittany, our lovely guide Chelsea 

disappeared for five minutes bringing back with her a student working his summer there to learn all 

about fungi. Here came a complete surprise to all of us. He was from Brittany! Yippee, English and 

French guides in parallel. The tour was superb followed by lunch in the café when we all had  different 

variations of fungi. 

The British weather cleared enough by evening to have a Bar-B-Q round our firepit at home with three 

other twinning families and guests. I almost forgot the final surprise…toasting marshmallows on sticks 

round the fire. 

 

Quelles surprises! Vive le jumelage! 

 

 



 

 

 



 We’ve been together now for 40 years …  
 

On Thursday 30th June the Tiverton Twinning 
Party set off for Germany, to help celebrate 
the 40 Jahre Jubiläum (well, 40 + 2 actually, 
postponed due to a certain pandemic). This 
intrepid group of 13 overcame the challenges 
caused by our plane cancellation, survived a 
19-hour wait at Heathrow in order to fly a 
day late, and went on to enjoy a remarkable 
4 days in Hofheim am Taunus, my first trip 
there.  
An early challenge was members of the group 
nearly losing each other rattling around in the 
enormous bus sent by Uptons Coaches. The 
silver lining was the on-board loo, though. 
Even en route (or should that be 
“unterwegs”) Angie Cockburn and John 
Smith, the chief organisers, were busy 
phoning the airline to confirm our places on 
the new flight.  
We finally made it to Frankfurt airport where, 
thanks to Brexit, that fine British tradition of 
forming a long queue was in evidence at 
Passport Control. A short ride to Hofheim and 
we met our 2 friends who had travelled 
separately, and fell into the welcoming 
embraces of our hosts. My early discussions 
in German with my hosts included regional 
accents, gardening and architecture – a bit of 
a challenge for the first day! The day was 
rounded off with a delicious meal and some 
wine at a country restaurant “zum Heurigen”. 
 

  
We had all been given a pair of printed slate 
coasters as a gift for our hosts, a most 
appropriate choice as a predominant rock of 
the Taunus is indeed slate.  
We also took glorious, sunny weather with 
us, leaving Tivvy with the dregs. Sorry.  
Saturday was a packed day, with an early 
start to witness the planting of an oak tree 

gifted by the Polish twin-town, Pruszcz 
Gdański. 
 

 
Off to the impressive new Town Hall 
(Rathaus) for welcoming speeches and the 
presentation of Tiverton’s gift, a framed 
picture-montage of Tivvy scenes. Followed by 
the naming of “The Tiverton Room” (Raum 
Tiverton) and some welcome refreshments. 
I was surprised to learn about previous gifts 
from Tiverton to Hofheim, namely a red 
phone box (surely that was excess baggage 
on the plane?), a weather vane, an 
embellished manhole cover, rose bushes and 
a crabapple tree.  
 

 
It was interesting to spot places in Hofheim 
that celebrated the twinning with different 
countries: the Chinon Centre, Tiverton Platz 
(a town square), and for Buccino in Italy, a 
soon-to-be-designated area outside the 
Rathaus that contains an Italian restaurant.  
The evening event was prestigious and 
proud. A round of speeches from the 



countries involved; entertainment by the 
Hofheim Big Band; a lavish meal with free-
flowing wine; the cutting of a giant cake iced 
in the colours of 5 flags; and a big-screen 
slide-presentation of pictures taken from the 
past 40 years, which evoked sobering 
thoughts about the world then and now. 

 
The band’s rendition of the European 
Community Anthem was well-received, and it 
underlined the message of partnership, unity 
and solidarity that is entrenched in the 
twinning ethos. 
There was a festival feel to the town on 
Sunday, which for us started with a tour of 
the new state-of-the-art library, a bright 
spacious and versatile building which also 
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spacious and versatile building which also 
There was a festival feel to the town on  
Sunday, which for us started with a tour of 
the new state-of-the-art library, a bright 
spacious and versatile building which also not 
to), we spent a couple of hours watching 
young people’s filmed contributions to the 
celebrations, and a presentation by a local 
MEP with a Q&A session. I was particularly 
impressed by the MEP’s multilingual skills, 
and the air conditioning on such a hot 
afternoon. 
 
Monday saw the group in Oppenheim for the 
day, a beautiful little town in the heart of the 
wine-growing region, famous for its “Cellar 
Labyrinth” of some 25 miles of underground 
cellars and interconnecting passageways. It 
was overrun first by Spanish and then by 
French troops in the 17th Century, but I 
gather this was not an early attempt to 
establish a twinning partnership. An organ 
recital at the stunning St Katharine’s Church, 
a tour of a vineyard, and our farewell meal 
lubricated by the local wine rounded off a 
packed day and the trip as a whole.  
We said our goodbyes on Tuesday morning, 
sang a round of Auld Lang Syne, and looked 
forward to receiving our hosts next time. 
Other than having to stand / queue for 2 solid 
hours at Frankfurt Airport, the journey home 
was really quite uneventful. We arrived home 
having lost no-one en route (unterwegs), 
weary but pleased to be back with our loved-
ones and in familiar surroundings 
 

   ,          



 

 

 


